
Plant Lingo -

Native Florida Plant: Species that existed in Florida, before European contact.
(500 years ago)

 
Exotic or Introduced Plant: A plant brought to Florida from another 
geographic area. *Proper form “Adventive”

 
Invasive Plant: A prolific plant that displaces native plants or animals, and 
disrupts the biological resources of an area. A native can be invasive, but it is 
not common, and often due to man-made disturbances to the habitat.  

Aggressive Plant: A plant that dominates a landscape and requires regular 
maintenance to keep it in check, but does not cause harm or disruption to other 
species. Often used to describe rapidly spreading native plants, but in exotics it 
can be a good indicator of invasive potential.

Naturalized Plant: An non-native found reproducing in the wild, but does not 
harm other species. No amount of time will make it a native plant, though many
people may be so familiar with one, that they believe it is native. 

Weed: An unwanted plant, growing in an undesirable place. This can be ANY 
plant. One man's wildflower, is another man's weed.

Florida Friendly (formerly Xeriscape): A promotional term used for lower 
maintenance plants or those with lower water requirements. They can be 
natives, but are often exotics that are considered more environmentally friendly 
than average landscape plants.  

Endemic: A plant found nowhere else in the world. (95% of all known 
occurrences in Florida) *Proper form “Precinctive”

Eco-type: A segment of a species that evolved and adapted to conditions 
different from other members of it's species. Examples could be wet/dry soils or
Northern/Southern temperatures. 
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